
 

 

 
  for do-self repairs

 
Creating an 

ELECTRICAL MAP OF YOUR HOUSE 
(to be done during daylight hours) 

 
1.  Draw a floor plan for each floor, showing all light fixtures, switches, and outlets. 
 
2.   Turn off all circuits at the service panel.  Check your meter to make sure it is not turning.  Then... 
 
3.  Turn on only one circuit. 
 
4.   Check all light fixtures, switches, and outlets to see which ones are powered by that circuit.  Put a 

piece of tape over each one that works, and mark it on the floor plan with a number you assign to 
that circuit. 

 
5.  Turn off the circuit you just tested, and turn on another circuit.  Repeat the process.  Be sure to 

double-check each switch and outlet you have already identified, in case another circuit is back-
feeding power to it. 

 
6. Repeat process until all circuits have been checked, and all switches, outlets, and light fixtures 

have been identified and numbered on your map. 
 
7.   Make a list of your circuits.  Then, list the wattage requirement of each light, appliance, etc., that is 

powered by each circuit.  Add the figures to get a total load for the circuit.  Check that load against 
the fuse or circuit breaker size and the wire size for the circuit to see if the load is within safe limits. 
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